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Editorial Policy
The Vox is a public forum 

student-run newspaper dedi-
cated to informing and enter-
taining the students of Marion 
High School since 1934. 

It’s published four times a 
year by Tri-Co printing com-
pany and is distributed during 
the final block of the school 
day by the journalism staff. 

The staff will report as ac-

curately, fairly, and objectively 
as possible. All activities will 
be covered by the staff to the 
best of their abilities, without 
showing favoritism to any 
group. 

Letters to the editor will 
be printed from anyone in the 
community. 

However, The Vox staff re-
tains the right to edit articles 

without changing the writer’s  
intent. 

There is a limit of two hun-
dred words per article and all 
letters must be signed in order 
for them to be published. 

The decision to include 
them rests solely on the staff 
and the advisor. 

Turn letters in to room 26 
or any staff member.

As 2020 nears its end, we 
are left reflecting over these 
last 12 months. Chaotic and 
memorable, 2020 is a year 
we will never forget. As stu-
dents, many of us talk about 
the struggles we faced with 
online schooling and other 
COVID-19 related changes. 
While our struggles are com-
pletely valid, a large amount 
of students seem to overlook 
the way this impacted our 
amazing teachers. They may 
be adults, but they were 
never taught how to handle a 
global pandemic in college.

Mr. Erik Trilk has been 
teaching for 16 years, longer 
than the current freshman 
have been alive. Nothing in 
his teaching career prepared 
him for this year. Online 
learning was something 
many teacher’s never had 
done, and it carried many 
pros and cons. One con was 
the barrier between teacher 
and student. “It was okay, 
but I rely so much on social 
cues from students that it 
was difficult to comprehend 
if the students were under-
standing the material or 
not,” said Trilk. On a more 
positive note, Trilk, like 
many others, took advantage 
of staying at home to teach/
learn. “I wore sweatpants 
and a sweatshirt everyday. 
Maybe I showered... I don’t 
know? Totally slept an extra 
45 minutes in the morning,” 

said Trilk.
This 

year’s 
attempt at in-person 
learning still makes Trilk 
feel isolated. “The biggest 
change is that even when I’m 
at school I feel quarantined; 
quarantined behind my desk, 
quarantined from students I 
don’t have in class, quaran-
tined from my friends whom 
I work with. It’s been wild,” 
said Trilk. 

Another teacher who’s 
been teaching through this 
wild year is Mrs. Andrea 
Hansen. “When I have mul-
tiple students in quarantine 
for 2 weeks (even with the 
video lessons I have created), 
I still need to find time to 
catch them up. Whether it be 
video conferencing, coming 
in before/after school once 
they are out of quarantine, 
or through email,” said Han-
sen. It’s tough work to do. 
“Even with everything being 
quite chaotic, I still love 
teaching and 
can’t imagine 
doing anything 
else!” said Han-
sen. 

 Being a 
teacher was 
hard in the first 
place. It’s more 
important than 
ever that we help 
them in any way 
we can. “Because 
we don’t see 
each other as 

often, it’s 
impera-
tive that 
students 

work on schoolwork at home. 
They have to come to class 
prepared, so we don’t fall 
behind and have to cut out 
materials,” says Trilk. 

If this year has taught 
us anything, it should have 
been to be grateful for ev-
erything we have and for all 
the people who work hard to 
make sure we get where we 
need to be. It’s been crazy, 
but it’s been worth it. We all 
went through this pandem-
ic and will continue to go 
through it together as best 
we can. It’s been so much 
negative, but everyone who’s 
reading this now made it to 
the other side of whatever 
battles they were facing. 

2020 was tough, but we 
are tougher. So help your 
hard-working teachers, keep 
facing your own battles, and 
keep your face covered, so 
one day we’ll all see each 
other’s smiles once we make 
it to the other side.

Damage distractions
By: Emalee Feuchtwanger @emaleeaurquidez

Teachers take on COVID
By: Jenna Sackett @JennaSackett13

Due to the 
historic derecho, 
lots of damage 
occurred at the 
school. Multiple 
classrooms and 
offices were dam-
aged, and water 
was even leaking 
through into the 
Red Gym. School 
was further post-
poned even more 
after students had 
already been gone 
since March due to 
COVID. Therefore 
sports, activities, 
and classes were 
disrupted for al-
most six months. 

Since repairs 
were happening 
to the whole roof, 
lots of work-
ers were in and 
around our school 
every day. Most 
students and staff 
were affected by 
the work in some 
way, whether 
they heard people 
walking above 
them during a test 
or were frustrated 
to find parts of 
the parking lot 
blocked off by sup-
plies. For teachers 
and students, it 
was crazy. Every 
couple of days, 

different parts of 
the parking lot 
were blocked off, 
and no one was 
prepared for it. 
And both cohorts 
switching to 
in-person did not 
help the situation. 

Also with lots of 
incoming new 
drivers, it was a 
whole new experi-
ence. ¨The parking 
fiasco was chaotic. 
Finding a parking 
spot in the morn-
ing wasn’t terrible, 
but after school 
was bad. Everyone 
rushing home or 
to practice, on top 
with limit space 
caused traffic,̈  
said Ava Att-
wood, freshman. 
Attwood is also in 

sports that were 
affected by having 
the damaged roof. 
But due to this, 
a lot of accidents 
and individual cars 
were damaged. 
Thankfully park-
ing lot troubles 

went away after 
the second quarter 
and hybrid started. 

But the hardest 
part was that 
school was inter-
rupted for some 
students. Students 
would be just 
sitting in class and 
hear workers hav-
ing a conversation 
or even become 
distracted by the 
lights bouncing 
and shaking. Some 
classes even had to 
move classrooms 

and pause what 
they are doing. ¨It 
was very distract-
ing. Sawdust was 
falling on us, and 
I felt like someone 
was gonna fall 
through the roof,̈  
said Shyla Watley, 
sophomore. Some-
times instead of 
hearing the school 
announcements 
in the morning, 
students heard 
drills and other 
machinery. It got 
to the point where 
people were just 
getting frustrated. 
Eventually, the 
hard part of fixing 
the damage was 
done.

Despite the 
situations at 
school, students 
survived the first 
quarter. Even with 
accidents and 
disruptions, ev-
eryone found safe 
ways to learn and 
teach. Although 
the process was 
annoying, it was 
completely worth 
it to have a secure 
environment. Let’s 
just hope the roof 
won’t need to be 
repaired again for 
a while.

Mr. Trilk teaches his class from 
behind his desk masked.

The siding of the science wing remains 
destroyed months after the storm. 
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